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WP2 aims

• The PhD cycle: link between the EHEA and the ERA 
• Growing consensus for having a taught phase in the 

PhD curriculum at the European level. 
• Quality of PhD programmes must be assured. 
• Identify tools that need to be developed in the 

domain to increase the QA of the PhD cycle at the 
European level:

Developing common standards and 
structure for PhD programmes
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WP2 Main Objectives

• Bring partners (University + Research Institutes/Industrial 
Partners) together to identify where new multidisciplinary 
PhD programmes are needed and where necessary create 
structures to enable implementation of joint research. 
(needs analysis)  (needs analysis)  

• Develop a common standard/structure and guidelines for PhD 
programmes (methodology, content, uniformity of 
evaluation).

• Bring PhD supervisors together to identify common elements 
required by the new taught components of PhD programmes 
with a view to sharing courses and resources and where 
required, up skilling of lecturers to deliver such elements 
(training of trainers). 
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WP2 Main Objectives

• Building upon work done in the first phase, further 
develop the PhD database to include information 
on courses available (entry requirements, taught 
aspects, assessment instruments)

• Carry out a review of current PhD 
methodologies/experimental design with a view to 
standardising techniques (e.g. statistics packages, 
welfare requirements etc) to allow for valid 
comparison and group analysis of research results.
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WP2 Main Objectives

• Facilitate the interaction between PhD student 
and PhD supervisor with the aim of evaluating 
and possibly upgrading draft PhD programmes. 
(in accordance with Bologna recommendations)

• To monitor the important work of the European 
Association of Universities related to PhD 
programmes and disseminate their outputs to 
network
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Activities to date
� Meetings in May 2009
� Outputs: focus on

� Building a database with PhD materials for European 
PhD students

� Core members were asked to submit finished PhD � Core members were asked to submit finished PhD 
material

� Material is put on current website
� Current status:

� needs momentum now
� New portal site

�http://www.phdportal.ugent.be/
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Activities to date
� Meetings in May 2009
� Outputs: focus on

� Building a database with courses relevant to European 
PhD students

� Need to focus on intensive and module based courses � Need to focus on intensive and module based courses 
(which could be part of a regular Master or PhD 
programme)

� Current status:
�still needs to start
�Need to create momentum
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Annual Meeting 2009

• PhD portal

– Discussion on how to build momentum 
around the PhD portal (includes PhD around the PhD portal (includes PhD 
courses)

– Discuss the new AquaTNET portal and 
how WP2 outcomes should be 
presented

– timing
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Annual Meeting 2009

• Making an inventory of ongoing 
dedicated PhD courses in the Aqua-
TNET domain

– How to gather information, in view of – How to gather information, in view of 
the limited time members have 
available

– Discussion on available PhD programmes 
in view of defining common standard/ 
structures

– Timing on the development of this item
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Annual Meeting 2009

Start gathering information on PhD
methodologies

• Discussing european diversity in welfare• Discussing european diversity in welfare
requirements

• Need/possibility for standardisation
• Influence on mobility during Phd phase
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Challenges for the future

� Keep momentum on the PhD portal
� Generate input from outside the WP2 core 

group.group.
� Move on to the next portal website which 

should be more user-friendly and 
sustainable
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