Choosing your social media –
2 key questions
1. What is the task you want to perform?

2. What is the right tool for the task?
People often try to answer the second
question before really figuring out the
answer to question one.
Do you want to:
• Share slides with students?
• Get students collaborating on group work?
• Allow students to ask questions?
• Connect with students, peers, etc.?

A social media tool box
For social networking to be fully exploited,
one may need to utilise a multitude of
interconnected social media tools.
This does not devalue the individual
usefullness of the tools – just like a real
toolbox, there are different tools for
different jobs.

Take a video.

Host the video online

Bookmark & curate

Embed the video within a blog

Update & interact with network

Blogging
Why do academics blog? A survey of 100 academic blogs
• 41% blog about academic culture: funding, policy, academic life, etc.
• 40% communicate and comment on research
• 19% various topics including technical advice, teaching and careers.
http://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/blog/2013/dec/02/why-do-academics-blog-research

Communicate with
others (peers, family,
etc.)

Lack of (study) material –
how will this help me in the
exam?

Why Students
(don’t) blog
Willingness to make
social contacts (often
using another tool)

Loss of privacy

A willingness to
write/publish on
the internet

Lack of immediacy/personal
communication

Desire to test new
technology
Andergassen et al., 2009

Blogging tools
Blog – essentially a website, often personally edited, where blog posts are arranged
along a timeline.

• Simple to sign up and get
started.
• Relatively easy to embed
videos, images, etc.

• More sophisticated tools
available.
• More difficult to get started
with, but more powerful in the
long run?

Wordpress has a tool which allows
‘easy’ migration of posts from Blogger
to a new Wordpress blog.

Blogger Activity
1) Visit http://www.thenewaquaculture.com/ This is an aquaculture blog set up
and maintained using the Blogger tool. Note how the individual ‘posts’ are
arranged in chronological order (last first) and each is a mixture of text, images
and links.
2) Browse the ‘Getting started guide’ to Blogger at:
https://support.google.com/blogger/answer/1623800?hl=en
3) In particular, view the video at the top of the guide “Welcome to Blogger’s
New Look”. This will give you brief overview of the technology. You can also find
the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXx4zbid45Q
4) Go to http://www.blogger.com. You will be required to sign in with a google
account (e.g. Gmail).
5) You may not have time to set up a blog and make your first post during this
activity. However, it may be something for you to explore later in the workshop.
6) You can also visit a blog powered by Wordpress (e.g.
http://blogs.ucc.ie/wordpress/bees/)

Microblogging
A number of microblogging tools
out there but has become
synonymous with Twitter.

Microblogging allows users to
send and receive short (140
characters) messages to and
from connections.
Important to choose people you
‘follow’ carefully.

Common responses to a tweeting
academic:
“I don’t know how you find the time
to tweet” or “Isn’t it all just a waste of
time?” or “shouldn’t you be doing real
work?”
But, how do academics find the time
not to tweet?
Your twitter community will:
• Highlight the newest research in
your area
• Latest news in your discipline
• Job opportunities
• Funding opportunities
• Opportunities for interaction,
collaboration
• Upcoming conferences
• And more... all of which can be
shared with students.

Using twitter for teaching:
Live-tweeting the lecture
• Students can ask questions, make observations, share relevant videos, papers,
links, etc.
• Helps students to stay involved and engaged. Provides instant feedback to the
lecturer.
See Teaching with Twitter: Engaging Students in Large Lectures by Corey Ryan Earle

Outside the lecture
• Students can ask questions that they didn’t want or need to in class.
• Share relevant information as links
• Engage in live discussion and debate with peers and teachers

Twitter Activity
1) Go to http://www.twitter.com. Sign in if you’re already a member or
sign up using the form on the homepage.
2) Edit your profile to include a brief bio (anonymous, if desired).
3) Use the search function to find people to follow e.g. @jbaqua
@blogscience @aquatnet
4) Find your home institution on twitter and follow them.
5) Search for tweets about this workshop using the hashtag #aquatnet
5) Compose your first tweet and send it. If it’s about the workshop, be sure
to include the hashtag #aquatnet
6) Send a tweet in which you include a weblink and/or a photo.
7) If you have time, read the following piece on twitter use in the
classroom: http://billcprice.com/futureimperfect/2013/07/teaching-withtwitter/

#overlyhonestmethods

Students’ positive attitudes to social media in the classroom:
“Collaborative efforts are
always beneficial.
Multiple takes on a topic
of study would be helpful
i.e. Blogs, etc.”

“The more visual
and interactive, the
easier to
remember”
“lecturers *should+ provide links or
reccomendations for online
resources... What is going on right
now in science”
Results of a survey of
undergraduate students on social
media attitudes (Lettice, 2012)

“Using twitter to ask questions in
class is a really good idea because
most of the time students don’t ask
questions because they’re
embarrassed”
“We are living in a
world where technology
is constantly evolving. I
believe we should keep
up with this evolution”

“More interactive exercises
and activities online to help
learn course material. Also
more videos”

Be cautious, student attitudes to social media in the
classroom is not 100% positive:
“As a mature student, I
haven’t a clue what most
of these things are (thank
God  )”

“People (especially mature
students) may find it difficult to
use some of these tools and
may find themselves under
more pressure”
“I do not wish to use
facebook/twitter as setting up
an account and maintaining it
would be too much hassle”

“I do not think that any of
these should be used
during class time, I find
they waste lecture time,
but very useful otherwise”
“availability issue...
Some students cannot
access the internet
easily”
Results of a survey of
undergraduate students on social
media attitudes (Lettice, 2012)

“I feel this is putting a
barrier between student
and lecturer & giving the
impression that lecturers
are too aloof to correct
an assignment”

Students can even answer their exam questions with twitter (kind of!)

University College Cork, 2nd year politics exam 2014

Video sharing
Youtube and Vimeo are both great sites for hosting your
own videos. Viewers can share (via twitter and facebook,
etc.) and embed on their own websites.
Youtube can be used effectively for teaching by curating a
playlist around a given topic or (better still) encouraging
students to do so.

Vine is relatively new and limits clip length to
just six seconds, played in a loop. Owned by
twitter.

Youtube Activity
1) Go to https://www.youtube.com/ and familiarise yourself with the
homepage.
2) Explore the breadth of videos available. In the search box at the top of the
homepage, type “using youtube in the classroom” and click the search icon.
3) Choose to watch the video entitled “21st Century Classroom: Youtube @
Kent-Meridian High School” to get a taste for Youtube use in education. The
video can also be found here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLNuv7jAIhg
4) Sign up for Youtube. If you have a google account already (e.g. Gmail), you
can use those sign-in credentials.
5) Make a Youtube playlist by clicking on your profile name in the top right of
the homepage and selecting ‘Video Manager’. Then select ‘Playlists’ from the
left hand menu and “+ New Playlist”. A tutorial on making a playlist is
available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5Z3hpalQPM
6) Construct a playlist for your chosen topic (e.g. aquaculture). We can now
share this playlist with others through a variety of other social media.

Facebook
• Perhaps on of the best know and
most widely used social media tool.

• A platform for sharing content,
media, opinion, etc. either as an
individual or as part of a group.
• Difficult balance between personal
and professional profiles?
• Useful means of student
engagement with
campus/department life.

School of BEES, UCC
Facebook page.
Very useful for
student engagement.

Facebook Activity
1) Go to http://www.facebook.com. If you are already a user, sign in to
Facebook as normal. If you are not a user, you will be required to sign up for
the service.
2) Once signed in, search for the Aqua-tnet group or go directly to
https://www.facebook.com/groups/aquatnet/
3) Opt to become a member if you have not done so already. Browse through
the various posts along the timeline. If a member, feel free to post a link to
your Youtube playlist or other artefact from the workshop.
4) If you have time, watch a video on Facebook use in the classroom.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJUOa7VCkk4

