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European Aquaculture PhD-portal

Aqua-tnet is the European Thematic Network in the field of Aquaculture, Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Management. As the largest multidisciplinary Education network in its field, Aqua-tnet is carrying out ground-breaking work in educational reforms. The network of 96 partners, including the European Aquaculture Society (EAS), is funded under the European Commission LLP Erasmus programme, from 2008-2011. One of the fifteen work packages of the Thematic Network is dedicated to PhD studies and its main objective is the development of a PhD-database. The working group has now made this accessible to the public through the creation of an online PhD-portal.

Through extensive research Aqua-tnet has gained significant insight into the perceived strengths and weaknesses of existing PhD curricula in its domain. This has helped guide the network in identifying where critical work is needed on quality aspects of current and new PhD programmes. Building on this, the network has identified tools to be developed to increase the Quality Assurance of the PhD cycle at European level which has led to the design of the PhD-portal. Since its inception the development of the PhD-portal has been coordinated by Prof. Peter Bossier from the Laboratory of Aquaculture & Artemia Reference Center of Ghent University, Belgium. 
The basis of the portal is a European PhD database of scientific and background information on finished doctoral research work. The online PhD-portal (www.phdportal.ugent.be) has been constructed as a valuable research tool to make the information accessible in a user-friendly format. The portal allows users to browse through lists of submitted PhDs per institute in chronological order and provides links to further information such as full PhD manuscripts, abstracts, related articles and author information. Depending on the information submitted by the author or institute, one can also find the author's Curriculum Vitae and contact information, prizes and awards won with the PhD work, abstracts and full-text versions of peer-reviewed articles published in the frame of the PhD or even a streaming video of the public defense of the PhD.
The portal is of great benefit to current and future PhD students, radically improving their accessibility to information and acting as a sharing resource for completed PhD theses throughout Europe.. The network aims to establish the portal as a central point for information on Aquaculture PhD studies in Europe and therefore it is vital that the database is as complete as possible. Currently there are over 220 different theses available and in accordance with identified needs, future developments of the portal will incorporate a database of PhD courses. In this way the PhD portal (a new version will be launched soon) will also become a very valuable tool for tutors and scholars as it will give an overview of courses available in Europe, enabling to match supply and demand for advanced PhD level courses in the Aqua-tnet domain. 
If you wish to be part of this European database and you would like to publish your PhD thesis or those of your students on the Aqua-tnet portal, please contact aqua-tnet@ugent.be. To go to the Aqua-tnet PhD portal, please visit www.phdportal.ugent.be. If you are interested in the Aqua-tnet project, more information can be found on www.aquatnet.com.
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Issued by the Aqua-tnet project team.  For further information contact Peter Bossier, peter.bossier@ugent.be 
Note to Editors 
Set up in 1996 as a tightly-knit collaboration of university departments and research institutes, Aqua-tnet’s ground-breaking work in educational reforms led to a steady expansion and by 2005 it had become the largest multidisciplinary European Education Network in the field of aquaculture, fisheries and aquatic resources management.  Aqua-tnet continues it’s leading co-operative role between higher education institutions and other partners such as academic organisations, research institutions and industry, aiming to enhance quality and to define and develop a European dimension within its academic disciplines.
For more information please visit http://www.aquatnet.com 

Detailed partner profiles are available on request. 
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