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VALLA occupational map for the aquaculture sector: allowing employers and training providers to develop courses meeting specific needs
The EC-funded VALLA project – Validation of All Lifelong Learning in Aquaculture (www.vallaproject.com) has taken some important steps towards acknowledging the value of learning and experience acquired through working in the aquaculture sector. One of the results of the project is a functional and occupational map of the European aquaculture sector.
In very basic terms, an Occupational Map is a report about an industry or sector. The VALLA Occupational Map defines the whole range of occupations and job roles within the European Aquaculture sector. It contains information on numbers employed, key drivers in the sector, industry trends, analysis of current and future skills needs, progression routes and national occupational standards. 
The VALLA Functional Map identifies and broadly describes the functions and competencies required to work competently in the aquaculture industry. In other words – what needs to be done and how can it be done. Both Occupational and Functional map can be used:

· To analyse the skills of the workforce and identify training needs

· To create new programmes and map existing programmes to identified need

· As a framework: Course content/how many units/hours
· As an Assessment methodology

· For Quality Assurance and Benchmarking
Results of the project will be further analysed and developed by the European Aquaculture Technology and Innovation Platform (EATIP) Thematic Area “Knowledge Management” (http://www.eatip.eu/content/view/138/294/). From an industry perspective the Federation of European Aquaculture Producers (FEAP) will be promoting the occupational and functional map to members and they are recommending that students and academics consider these valuable results. 
For more information please check the website on www.vallaproject.com  or contact programme officer Marieke Reuver at marieke@aquatt.ie 
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Issued by the VALLA project team.  For further information contact Marieke Reuver, Programme Officer, on 01-6449008 or marieke@aquatt.ie  
Note to Editors 
The VALLA project is coordinated by AquaTT, an international foundation which provides project management and training services to support the sustainable development of Europe's aquatic resources.  In addition to AquaTT, the partnership consists of:

· FEAP - Federation of European Aquaculture Producers

· Ghent University, Belgium

· KEK Diastasi, Greece

· UMB - Norwegian University of Life sciences, Norway

· SQA - Scottish Qualifications Authority, UK
Detailed partner profiles are available on request.
[image: image1.jpg]